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As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill

The scripture for this week is Genesis 29:15-28. We continue to follow the story
of Jacob. After running from his brother Esau and encountering God in dream in
the wilderness, Jacob enters the land of Haran for the purpose of finding a wife.
After many years of working for his uncle, Jacob leaves Haran with not just one
wife, but two!  As with the previous stories about Jacob, birth order matters for
this community.  This time Jacob cannot cook or trick his way out of the tradition
of the oldest daughter marrying first.  So, Jacob is able to marry the younger
sister he loves, Rachel, but first must marry her older sister, Leah.

Take some time to reflect on Genesis 29:15-28 on the following pages.

A  WORD

FROM

PASTOR

JILL



Read the passage:

Genesis 29:15-28

Then Laban said to Jacob, ‘Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me

for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?’ Now Laban had two daughters; the name

of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were

lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, ‘I will

serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.’ Laban said, ‘It is better that I

give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.’ So Jacob

served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love

he had for her. Then Jacob said to Laban, ‘Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my

time is completed.’ So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a

feast. But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went

in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) When

morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, ‘What is this you have done to me?

Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?’ Laban said, ‘This

is not done in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn. Complete the week of

this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me for another seven

years.’ Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as

a wife.



Reflect:

1.  Previous stories reveal Jacob as a trickster. Do you think Jacob knew

he wouldn't be able to marry the younger daughter Rachel until Leah was

married? 

2. What do you think Leah and Rachel are thinking throughout this story?

3. God is not mentioned at all in this passage.  Where/How do you think

God is present in this situation?

4. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

Pray:
God, we thank you that your are present even when we fail to notice you. 

 Be with us in our own complex family relationships and give us the grace to
notice and speak up for those without a voice. In Jesus' name we pray,

Amen.



This past Sunday we attempted to have an in-person outdoor

coffee hour. And even though the weather prediction said the

rain was going to clear out, it poured.  As everyone scrambled

to spread out under canopies as best as possible, those who

were in attendance got dripping wet.  

Even with all that rain, I would not call the in-person outdoor

coffee hour a wash. Because as we got soaked by the rain, we

soaked in the time we had to see one another in person. Seeing

people even in masks, even in the pouring rain was such a gift.  

The Church is about relationships and the fact that we have

been apart from those relationships was so evident as we stood

together dripping wet in the rain. 

Remember that being physically distant does not mean that we

cannot be connected in other ways.  As this pandemic

continues to stretch on, remember not to isolate yourself and

to reach out to those who are alone.  Pick up the phone, write a

note, send an email, ring someone's doorbell and stand on their

porch.

We know that being apart is crucial for stopping the spread of

this virus so that we can gather together safely again, but until

then, make sure you keep nourishing and seeking out

relationships in whatever ways you can (even in a rainstorm). 

   

What I am continuing to
 read:
The Invention of Wings 
by Sue Monk Kidd 

 What I have been
watching: 
Cupcake Wars

What I have been
listening to:
Chain Breaker Album by
Zach Williams

Please reach out to

a staff member if

you need financial,

emotional or

spiritual assistance.

As always, we are

here to help! 

First Church of

Lombard

220 S. Main Street

Lombard, IL  60148

630-629-2630

info@firstchurchoflombard.org


