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As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill

The scripture for this week is Matthew 20:1-16.  In this parable, Jesus
compares the Kingdom of God to a vineyard owner who pays the workers
hired at the end of the day the same as those who worked all day long. 
 For us, it doesn't seem fair that those who only worked a short time
would receive the same amount as those who worked all day, but God's
generosity is more than fairness.  It is about justice.  This parable ends
with the well-known phrase, "The last shall be first and the first shall be
last."  Reflect more on this passage on the following pages.
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Read the passage:

Matthew 20:1-16

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning

to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily

wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw

others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the

vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out

again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock

he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you

standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He

said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the

vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning

with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came,

each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought

they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And

when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner,  saying, ‘These last

worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the

burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I

am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take

what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to

you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you

envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

 



Reflect:

1. How do you react toward the generosity of the vineyard owner?

2. When do you find yourself saying/thinking "That's not fair!" toward

others, like the all-day workers in the parable?

3. How are justice and equality different?

4. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

Pray:
Dear God, sometimes we are so distracted by what others have that we are
not grateful for our own resources.  Help us to share joyfully even when we

are unsure if the gift is deserved.  Amen.



The Be the Church focus for this week is CARE FOR THE POOR.

First Church has a long history of caring for the poor through the

relationship with PADS, the Lombard Villa Park Food Pantry, the

establishment of the Outreach House, the creation of the Amos

Project, among many other ministries.

The pandemic has changed how many of these entities operate, but

they all continue to serve the poor.  The needs have grown

significantly as a result of the financial instability caused by the

pandemic.

As we think about how to care for the poor in this pandemic some

things to consider:

-What might we be able to donate to the Food Pantry, Diaper Drive,

Clothes Closet, Crop Walk or other ministries so that the poor can

survive and thrive in this time?

-How can we responsibly use our resources individually and as a

church to recognize the needs of the poor?

-Which policies and practices in the wider community that

negatively impact the poor do we need to learn more about?

-What can we do to recognize the poor as one of us instead of

someone else "out there" in need of help? 

CARE FOR THE POOR is encouraged by Jesus in Matthew

25:34-36 when he says,  "Come, you that are blessed by my Father,

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the

world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you

gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,

I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care

of me, I was in prison and you visited me."

What Pastor Jill is
reading:
The Water Dancer 
by Ta-Nehisi Coates

What Pastor Jill is
playing:
 Just Dance on the
Nintendo Switch

What Pastor Jill is
listening to:
This American Life
Podcast

Please reach out to

a staff member if

you need financial,

emotional or

spiritual assistance.

As always, we are

here to help! 

First Church of

Lombard

220 S. Main Street

Lombard, IL  60148

630-629-2630

info@firstchurchoflombard.org



Fifty people (including staff & volunteers) may gather in the sanctuary, another 50 people may watch the service live-

streamed in Hatfield Hall.  Worship will continue to be available online to watch from home. 

Before Coming to In-person Worship:

1. If you have any symptoms or have been in close contact with someone with Covid within the last 14 days, we ask that

you watch worship from home.

2. Sign up ahead of time on the online pew pad  to assist with contact tracing. Everyone (including staff and volunteers)

needs to register online (link emailed on Thursdays), by phone (630-620-2630 x210), or in person on Sundays.

3. You may access the bulletin on your device ahead of time or print it out at home and bring it with you. The bulletin will

also be on the screen. 

Arriving at Worship:

1. Doors will open at 9:45. Plan to arrive by 10:10 so everyone may be seated.

2. You must wear a mask covering your mouth and nose.

3. You must sanitize your hands and have a temperature check before entering the building.

4. To maintain social distance, you will be directed when to enter the sanctuary or Hatfield Hall and will go directly to

your seat and be seated.

5. Seating in the sanctuary and Hatfield Hall will be socially distanced and will be filled from the front to the back.

6. Members of the same household will be seated together.  

During Worship:

1. Worship will be 30-40 minutes long.

2. Music will be instrumental and there will be no congregational singing.

4. Children will go directly to Sunday School or remain with their family for the entire service.

5.  Offering will be collected by the doors.

6.  Worship responses will be call and response or viewable on the screen.

7.  Dismissal at the end of the worship will be by household.

8.  Restrooms will be available, but to maintain social distancing only one person may occupy the restroom at a time.  

After worship:

1. Congregating in the building will not be permitted.

2. Weather permitting, outdoor coffee hour may be held.

 We will continue to reassess and make adjustments as we determine how best to move forward. While worship will look

different, we know that the Spirit of God will be present as we gather together in this new way and as many continue to

join us virtually, too.
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