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As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill

The scripture for this week is Matthew 22:1-14.  In this passage, Jesus
tells another parable comparing the Kingdom of God to a wedding.  In
this story, those who were first invited refuse to attend.  So, the king
sends his servants out into the streets to round up anyone to come
celebrate and enjoy the wedding.  The story takes a strange turn at the
end, when one person shows up at the wedding without wearing the
proper attire.

Reflect more on this passage on the following pages.

A  WORD

FROM

PASTOR

JILL



Read the passage:

Matthew 22:1-14

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may

be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves

to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not

come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look,

I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and

everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and

went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves,

mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops,

destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The

wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main

streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went

out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the

wedding hall was filled with guests. “But when the king came in to see the guests,

he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him,

‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless.

Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into

the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many

are called, but few are chosen.”

 



Reflect:

1.  In our society who are those who would be invited to the party first? 

 Who would be invited last?

2.  Why do you think the king gets so angry at the man for not wearing a

wedding robe?

3. What does it look like for you to be ready for God's invitation to join

in the party?

4. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

Pray:
God, thank you for inviting everyone to join you in the celebration of this life.  

Even when we don't feel prepared, remind us that we are worthy of your
love.  Amen.



The Be the Church focus this week is LOVE GOD.  

In his newest book Love is the Way (which is the November

Book Club Book), Bishop Michael Curry explains the most

famous  love passage in the Bible, 1 Corinthains 13 (Love is

patient, love is kind...). 

This passage is often used at weddings to inspire newlywed

couples. However, the kind of love described in this passage is

not romantic love. Instead, the passage is encouraging agape love

that cares for others. Bishop Curry calls this kind of love the way

of love.  

Bishop Curry describes the way of love like this:

 The way of love will show us the right thing to do, every

single time.  It is a moral and spiritual grounding--and a

place of rest--amid the chaos that is often part of life.  It's

how we stay decent in indecent times. Loving is not always

easy, but like with muscles, we get stronger both with

repetition and as the burden gets heavier. And it works. (The

Way of Love, p. 27).  

In our pursuit to love God, we must love others, which is not

always easy.  But with practice, we can strengthen our love 

muscles and stay decent even in indecent times.   

What Pastor Jill is
reading: Love is the Way
by Bishop Michael Curry

What Pastor Jill is
watching:
The Great British Bakeoff
on Netflix

What Pastor Jill is
listening to:
Hamilton Mixtape

Please reach out to

a staff member if

you need financial,

emotional or

spiritual assistance.

As always, we are

here to help! 
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Fifty people (including staff & volunteers) may gather in the sanctuary, another 50 people may watch the service live-

streamed in Hatfield Hall.  Worship will continue to be available online to watch from home. 

Before Coming to In-person Worship:

1. If you have any symptoms or have been in close contact with someone with Covid within the last 14 days, we ask that

you watch worship from home.

2. Sign up ahead of time on the online pew pad  to assist with contact tracing. Everyone (including staff and volunteers)

needs to register online (link emailed on Thursdays), by phone (630-620-2630 x210), or in person on Sundays.

3. You may access the bulletin on your device ahead of time or print it out at home and bring it with you. The bulletin will

also be on the screen. 

Arriving at Worship:

1. Doors will open at 9:45. Plan to arrive by 10:10 so everyone may be seated.

2. You must wear a mask covering your mouth and nose.

3. You must sanitize your hands and have a temperature check before entering the building.

4. To maintain social distance, you will be directed when to enter the sanctuary or Hatfield Hall and will go directly to

your seat and be seated.

5. Seating in the sanctuary and Hatfield Hall will be socially distanced and will be filled from the front to the back.

6. Members of the same household will be seated together.  

During Worship:

1. Worship will be 30-40 minutes long.

2. Music will be instrumental and there will be no congregational singing.

4. Children will go directly to Sunday School or remain with their family for the entire service.

5.  Offering will be collected by the doors.

6.  Worship responses will be call and response or viewable on the screen.

7.  Dismissal at the end of the worship will be by household.

8.  Restrooms will be available, but to maintain social distancing only one person may occupy the restroom at a time.  

After worship:

1. Congregating in the building will not be permitted.

2. Weather permitting, outdoor coffee hour may be held.

 We will continue to reassess and make adjustments as we determine how best to move forward. While worship will look

different, we know that the Spirit of God will be present as we gather together in this new way and as many continue to

join us virtually, too.
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