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As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill

The scripture for this week is from Mark 1:21-28.  In this passage, Jesus
has just taught in the synagogue.  Then a man with an "unclean spirit"
cries out to him.  Jesus heals the man by demanding the unclean spirit
come out of the man.  The people who are gathered are amazed by
Jesus' teaching and his power to heal.

Reflect more on this passage on the following pages.
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Read the passage:

Mark 1:21-28

They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue

and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one

having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a

man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, ‘What have you to do with us,

Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy

One of God.’ But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent, and come out of him!’

And the unclean spirit, throwing him into convulsions and crying with a loud

voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one

another, ‘What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the

unclean spirits, and they obey him.’ At once his fame began to spread

throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

 



Reflect:

1. In this passage Jesus performs what some would call an exorcism,

others would call it a healing.  What areas of your life need healing? 

 What areas of our world need healing? 

 

2. Jesus tells the "unclean spirit" inside the man to be silent.  What

unhealthy thoughts do you have that need to be told to "be silent"?

 

3. Jesus' contemporaries expected the Messiah to show up and instantly

change everything.  Instead, most of Jesus' miracles produced change in

individual peoples' lives, like the man in this story.  Why do you think

Jesus' ministry played out in this way?

 

4. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

 

Pray:
Holy One of God, the demons inside of us are often hidden.  Give us the
courage to say, "Be silent" and to hear your voice telling us of your love. 

 Amen. 



In the last few days, Dupage County has moved to a new tier in the

state guidelines that determine gathering size.  With this, you may

be wondering, "Will the church be reopening soon?"

 

With cases going down and vaccines being distributed, we are

hopeful that we can gather in person again, soon.  While we might

be able to begin some smaller group meetings now that the

attendance limit is raised to 25 (stay tuned!), we will not consider

reopening for worship until the recommended group size is at least

50. When we are able to resume worship with 50 people or less, the

same procedures that were in place in the fall will be in place again

(virtual pew pad, distanced seating, no congregational singing, etc.)

 

While gathering in person is what we all hope for, we also recognize

that it will be quite a long time until it will be safe for everyone to

gather.  We also know that many will remain extra cautious and not

gather in public for quite some time.

 

That is why we continue to work to enhance the online worship

experience and provide many opportunities for virtual faith

formation, community building and fellowship.

 

If you would like to be part of the team that produces virtual

worship, please contact the office.  Of if you have ideas about how

we might stay better connected during this time apart, reach out to

me or another staff member.

 

This time apart is trying on everyone's patience.  But we put our

trust in God who says, "Fear not, for I am with you; be not

dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you. Yes, I will help

you. I will uphold you with my righteous right hand." (Isaiah 41:10)

    

 

What Pastor Jill (and
Jeff, Jackie and Julia) are
reading: 
The  Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe by CS Lewis

What Pastor Jill is
listening to:
Indelible Grace Music

Please reach out to

a staff member if

you need financial,

emotional or

spiritual assistance.

As always, we are

here to help! 
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