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As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill

The scripture for this week is John 10:1-10.  Many churches on the fourth Sunday of Easter
celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday where the scripture of the day is one of the passages
describing Jesus as a shepherd.  I always find it interesting that we continue to connect with
the image of Jesus as shepherd when most of us have little experience being around
shepherds or sheep. Do you find the image of Jesus as a shepherd comforting? In this time of
pandemic ,what might we discover about God and ourselves by comparing ourselves to sheep
protected by a loving shepherd? 
 

Take some time to reflect on John 10:1-10  on the following pages.

A  WORD

FROM

PASTOR

JILL



Read the passage:

 

John 10:1-10

 

‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the

gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who

enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens

the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep

by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he

goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his

voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him

because they do not know the voice of strangers.’ Jesus used this figure

of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to

them.So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate

for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the

sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will

be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief

comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have

life, and have it abundantly.

 



 

Reflect:

 

1. Have you ever followed the voice of God, like sheep follow a

shepherd? What did God's voice sound like?

 

2. What do you think God's voice is trying to say during this

health crisis?

 

3. Jesus said, "I came that they may have life and have it

abundantly." What do you imagine abundant life to look like?

Are there any steps you can take now or in the future to make

abundant life a reality?

 

4. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

 

 

 

 

Pray:
 

This is another day, O Lord. I know not what it will bring forth, but make me ready,

Lord, for whatever it may be. If I am to stand up, help me to stand bravely. If I am to

sit still, help me to sit quietly. If I am to lie low, help me to do it patiently. And if I

am to do nothing, let me do it gallantly. Make these words more than words, and

give me the Spirit of Jesus. Amen.

-Episcopal Book of Common Prayer, pg. 461



While we are apart we feel especially isolated from one another

and from the church.  But we are not alone as individuals because

we have each other (albeit in different ways). As a church we also

have the wider church supporting and praying for us.  Below is a

portion of a letter that went out to churches from the leadership of

the UCC: 
 

You are all in our thoughts and prayers. All of us in this

denomination are working, as one, to find our way through

this. You are not alone. We love you all. We are seeing and

feeling deeply your pain and suffering; as well as your heroic

efforts to find meaning and healing in the midst of it. All of our

own efforts are now being expended to help us find our pathway

through this – a pathway we share in partnership with each other,

and with the Holy Spirit of the living God and the risen

Christ.May the power of the love that created us, the love that

redeemed us from the grave, and the power of the Holy Spirit rest

upon you wherever you are on this journey. Lift up your eyes  to

the hills, from whence comes our help. The Creator of us all keeps

watch. “All shall be well, and all shall be well; and all manner of

thing shall be well.” (Julian  of Norwich). 
 

Sincerely,

John. C. Dorhauer, Traci Blackmon & Karen Georgia Thompson
 

May this be an encouragement to you that we are in this together.

 

  

 

 
 
What I have been
reading:
 Untamed by Glennon
Doyle
 
What we have been
playing:
Classic board games:
Clue, Life, Monopoly
 
What I've been
watching:
Nailed It on Netflix
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please reach out to

staff if you have a

need. We continue

the work of caring

for one another by

meeting physical,

emotional and

spiritual needs.

First Church of

Lombard

220 S. Main Street

Lombard, IL  60148

630-629-2630

 

info@firstchurchoflombard.org


