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As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill

The scripture for this week is 1 Corinthians 12:27-31.  This passage
summarizes the well-known description of the church as the Body of
Christ.   As members of the body, we each have different abilities that we
can offer to the world.  This passage reminds us that certain abilities are
not greater than others.  Instead, all are necessary for the Body of Christ
to be complete.

Reflect more on this passage on the following pages.

A  WORD

FROM

PASTOR

JILL



Read the passage:

I Corinthians 12:27-31

 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of

it. And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second

prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of

healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various

kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all

teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of

healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive

for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent

way.

 



Reflect:

1. What unique gifts and abilities do you have that you contribute to the

church?

2. What unique gifts and abilities do you have that you contribute to the

world?

3. Are the gifts you contribute to the church different from those you

offer to the world?  Is so, how and why?

4. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

Pray:
God, thank you for giving each of us different gifts and abilities.  How boring

it would be if we were all the same!  Help us to identify and embrace our
uniqueness and use it to serve others .  Amen.



What Pastor Jill is 
 continuing to read:
Notorious RBG by Irin
Carmon

What Pastor Jill is
watching:
The Crown

What Pastor Jill is
listening to:
Chain Breaker by Zach
Williams

We have come to the end of our Be the Church series.  Of the

above list of church attributes, are there any elements of Being the

Church that are missing? 

When we are eventually able to reopen church in a more

typical fashion, we will have to consider what it means to "Be the

Church" in the post-Covid world.  We will need to ask ourselves,

questions like: What new ministries have emerged during this time

that need to continue?; What ministries are no longer relevant?;

and How can we best use our resources to serve the community

now? 

Some of the day-to-day functions of the church may change

but the mission to protect the environment, care for the poor,

forgive often, reject racism, fight for the powerless, share earthy

and spiritual resources, embrace diversity, love God and enjoy life

will remain the same.

What gives me hope for the church during this time of

uncertainly, is the endurance of the Greater Church throughout

time. The Church throughout history has continued to bring Jesus'

message of love through constant change--be  it wars, persecution,

or times of prosperity—and will continue to do so moving forward. 

As individual members of one body, for us to Be the Church, we

each must ask ourselves, "What passions can I offer to the church

so that the church can continue to share God's agape love now and

into the future?" Let's continue to Be the Church together!

Please reach out to

a staff member if

you need financial,

emotional or

spiritual assistance.

As always, we are

here to help! 
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