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As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill

The scripture for this week is Matthew 16:13-20 where Jesus asks, "Who
do you say that I am?"  When Peter responds, "The Messiah" Jesus calls
Peter the Rock and promises to build the church on Peter's faith.  I
wonder how Peter felt that day?  Was he filled with pride for getting the
answer right?  Or was he terrified because of the responsibility of the
church resting on his shoulders?  Reflect more on Matthew 16:13-20 on
the following pages.
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Read the passage:

Matthew 16:13-20

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his

disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’  And they said,

‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or

one of the prophets.’  He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I

am?’  Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah,  the Son of the living

God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For

flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I

tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates

of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom

of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’  Then he sternly

ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.



Reflect:

1. If someone were to ask you "Who is Jesus?" how would you respond?

2. In Matthew 16:16 Simon Peter says about Jesus "You are the Messiah,

the Son of the living God." What does defining Jesus as Messiah, Son of

the Living God mean to you?

 

3. Why do you think that Jesus ordered the disciples not to tell anyone he

was the Messiah?

4. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

Pray:
Messiah, Son of the Living God, give us the courage to profess our belief in

you through our thoughts, words and deeds.  Amen. 



Lord, you lead us through all of life’s transitions, those we expect

and those that take us by surprise, the changes we welcome and

the ones we resist with all our might.

As we embark on a new school year filled will uncertainty and

different ways of learning, teaching and being community, we

look to you for hope and courage. 

Whether we gather virtually or together, masked and socially

distant, we trust that you are in the midst of us, drawing us close

and holding us up.

Inspire us to creativity and innovation, service and collaboration.

Do new things in and through us that foster abundant life for

everyone. 

Help us to make choices that protect the most vulnerable among

us. 

Grant us patience with one another when stress and fear are

expressed in hurtful ways. 

Give students, care-givers, teachers and staff your divine

perspective that allows for grace, humility and compassion.

May the search for knowledge bear fruit in the shaping of a

society that better reflects your loving kindness. 

In Christ’s name we pray, amen.

From: https://pres-outlook.org/2020/07/prayer-for-college-students-faculty-

and-staff/

What I am still reading:
An American Summer by
Alex Kotlowitz

 What I am still
watching: 
Down to Earth on Netflix

What I have been
listening to:
Dolly Parton's America
Podcast

Please reach out to

a staff member if

you need financial,

emotional or

spiritual assistance.

As always, we are

here to help! 
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Fifty people (including staff & volunteers) may gather in the sanctuary, another 50 people may watch the service live-

streamed in Hatfield Hall. Families are encouraged to worship in Hatfield Hall where there are worship activity bags and

plenty of room to spread out.  Worship will continue to be available online to watch from home. 

Before Coming to In-person Worship:

1. If you have any symptoms or have been in close contact with someone with Covid within the last 14 days, we ask that

you watch worship from home.

2. Sign up ahead of time on the online pew pad  to assist with contact tracing. Everyone (including staff and volunteers)

needs to register online (link emailed on Fridays), by phone (630-620-2630 x210), or in person on Sundays.

3. You may access the bulletin on your device ahead of time or print it out at home and bring it with you. The bulletin will

also be on the screen. 

Arriving at Worship:

1. Doors will open at 9:45. Plan to arrive by 10:10 so everyone may be seated.

2. You must wear a mask covering your mouth and nose.

3. You must sanitize your hands and have a temperature check before entering the building.

4. To maintain social distance, you will be directed when to enter the sanctuary or Hatfield Hall and will go directly to

your seat and be seated.

5. Seating in the sanctuary and Hatfield Hall will be socially distanced and will be filled from the front to the back.

6. Members of the same household will be seated together.  

During Worship:

1. Worship will be 30-40 minutes long.

2. Music will be instrumental and there will be no congregational singing.

4. Children will remain with their families and have activity bags to take home.

5.  Offering will be collected by the doors.

6.  Worship responses will be call and response or viewable on the screen.

7.  Dismissal at the end of the worship will be by household.

8.  Restrooms will be available, but to maintain social distancing only one person may occupy the restroom at a time.  

After worship:

1. Congregating in the building will not be permitted.

2. Weather permitting, outdoor coffee hour may be held.

 We will continue to reassess and make adjustments as we determine how best to move forward. While worship will look

different, we know that the Spirit of God will be present as we gather together in this new way and as many continue to

join us virtually, too.
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