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As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill

The scripture for this week is Exodus 3:1-10 where Moses encounters the
burning bush.  After hearing about the people's suffering, God speaks to 
Moses telling him he is to lead the people out of Egypt. Moses doubts his
ability to lead the Israelites, but God promises to be with him.  We may
not hear God speak to us from a burning bush, but God still promises to
be with us in our suffering.  Reflect more on Exodus 3:1-10 on the
following pages.
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Read the passage:

Exodus 3:1-10

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock

beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord

appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was

not consumed. Then Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the

bush is not burned up.’ When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him

out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ Then he said, ‘Come no closer!

Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.’

He said further, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the

God of Jacob.’ And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

 

Then the Lord said, ‘I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard

their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come

down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and

broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites,

the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now

come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to

Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.’ But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I

that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’ He said, ‘I will be with you;

and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people

out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.’

 



Reflect:

1. What kind of sign would help you to know that God hears your

suffering?

2. Why do you think God wanted Moses to take off his shoes?

3. Have you ever felt called to do/say something but doubted your

abilities like Moses?

4. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

Pray:
God, we may not encounter you in a fiery bush, but help us to see your

presence in our suffering.  Give us the courage to speak your deliverance to
people in need.  Amen.



Litany for Passing the Peace

-Mary Luti

We cannot touch just now, not yet.

We cannot shake. embrace, slap each other on the back, or kiss,

not yet.

We cannot move around the space, up and down the aisles, jostle

each other, trip over kids, reach down the pew to greet the elder

gent who can't get up,

scan for the couple who came last week,

hope this raucous time will go on and on--

or pray that it won't, and the organist will cut it off with the intro

to the next hymn--we can't, not yet.

But the peace that passes understanding is not like a virus.

It doesn't need contact to infect.

It's like the Spirit and the wind:

it goes wherever it wills, wherever we send it.

Through webs and nets and wires,

it googles and zooms to everyone whose heart needs peace,

and to every place there is no peace.

And we will share it now:

the peace of Christ be with you!

And also with you!

What I am reading:
The Bookshop on the
Corner by Jenny Colgan

What I am watching: 
??? 

(I need a new bingeable
show!)

What I am still listening
to:
Dolly Parton's America
Podcast

Please reach out to

a staff member if

you need financial,

emotional or

spiritual assistance.

As always, we are

here to help! 
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Fifty people (including staff & volunteers) may gather in the sanctuary, another 50 people may watch the service live-

streamed in Hatfield Hall. Families are encouraged to worship in Hatfield Hall where there are worship activity bags and

plenty of room to spread out.  Worship will continue to be available online to watch from home. 

Before Coming to In-person Worship:

1. If you have any symptoms or have been in close contact with someone with Covid within the last 14 days, we ask that

you watch worship from home.

2. Sign up ahead of time on the online pew pad  to assist with contact tracing. Everyone (including staff and volunteers)

needs to register online (link emailed on Fridays), by phone (630-620-2630 x210), or in person on Sundays.

3. You may access the bulletin on your device ahead of time or print it out at home and bring it with you. The bulletin will

also be on the screen. 

Arriving at Worship:

1. Doors will open at 9:45. Plan to arrive by 10:10 so everyone may be seated.

2. You must wear a mask covering your mouth and nose.

3. You must sanitize your hands and have a temperature check before entering the building.

4. To maintain social distance, you will be directed when to enter the sanctuary or Hatfield Hall and will go directly to

your seat and be seated.

5. Seating in the sanctuary and Hatfield Hall will be socially distanced and will be filled from the front to the back.

6. Members of the same household will be seated together.  

During Worship:

1. Worship will be 30-40 minutes long.

2. Music will be instrumental and there will be no congregational singing.

4. Children will remain with their families and have activity bags to take home.

5.  Offering will be collected by the doors.

6.  Worship responses will be call and response or viewable on the screen.

7.  Dismissal at the end of the worship will be by household.

8.  Restrooms will be available, but to maintain social distancing only one person may occupy the restroom at a time.  

After worship:

1. Congregating in the building will not be permitted.

2. Weather permitting, outdoor coffee hour may be held.

 We will continue to reassess and make adjustments as we determine how best to move forward. While worship will look

different, we know that the Spirit of God will be present as we gather together in this new way and as many continue to

join us virtually, too.
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