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As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill

The scripture for this week is Matthew 5:1-12. This is the familiar
passage known as "The Beatitudes" where Jesus proclaims that various
groups of people are blessed.  The people who are blessed are not the
rich and powerful that in today's society we would consider blessed.
Instead, in Jesus' upside down kingdom, those who are blessed are poor,
meek and persectuted.  

Reflect more on this passage on the following pages.
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Read the passage:

Matthew 5:1-12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and

after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began

to speak, and taught them, saying:3 ‘Blessed are the poor in

spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.4 ‘Blessed are those

who mourn, for they will be comforted.5 ‘Blessed are the

meek, for they will inherit the earth.6 ‘Blessed are those who

hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.7

‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.8

‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.9 ‘Blessed

are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of

God.10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for

righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.11

‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you

and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.

12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for

in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before

you.

 



Reflect:

1. Jesus describes groups of people as “blessed,” using a word that could

also be translated “happy” or “fortunate.” How does changing each

instance of "blessed" to "happy" or fortunate" affect your understanding

of the passage?

2. Which of the groups that Jesus identifies as blessed do you feel closest

to? Why?

3. Which of the groups do you feel least like? Why?

4. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

Pray:
God, we thank you for blessing those who are often ignored and left out. 
 Remind us of your blessing for us, so that we might bless others.  Amen.



What Pastor Jill is
continuing to read:
Talking to Strangers by
Malcolm Gladwell

What Pastor Jill is
planning to watch:
It's the Great Pumpkin
Charlie Brown

What Pastor Jill is
listening to:
The Confessional with
Nadia Bolz-Weber

Our Be the Church focus this week is: ENJOY THIS LIFE.

There is much going on in our lives and in the world right now

making us feel like there are few things to enjoy in life.  But

even in the darkest times, there are things to be grateful for.

God's desire for us to enjoy life is heard when  Jesus says in

John 10:10, "I came so that everyone would have life, and have

it in its fullest."  

Even with all the hard and challenging things going on in the

world and in our lives, we can still find ways to ENJOY THIS

LIFE.  One way for us to enjoy this life is by offering gratitude

for all those who have made significant impact on our lives. 

On the following page, you will find a daily gratitude calendar

to use throughout November.  In keeping with the spirit of All

Saints' Day (November 1) and of Thanksgiving, you can use the

daily prompts to express gratitude to God for saints (alive and

departed) who influenced your life and reminded you to ENJOY

THIS LIFE.

   

Please reach out to

a staff member if

you need financial,

emotional or

spiritual assistance.

As always, we are

here to help! 
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