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As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill

The scripture for this week is Romans 13:8-14. In this passage, Paul is
encouraging the church in Rome to be good citizens by caring for one
another and loving their neighbors.  Paul believed that Jesus was going
to return to earth soon, so there is urgency in his instructions to get to
work doing the things that Jesus taught his disciples.  Reflect more on
this passage and what it means for us today on the following pages.

A  WORD

FROM
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JILL



Read the passage:

Romans 13:8-14

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has

fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall

not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment,

are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no

wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. Besides this, you

know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For

salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone,

the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of

light;  let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in

debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the

Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

 



Reflect:

1. What would it look like to pay on the ‘debt of love’ you owe to God

and others? (Rom 13:8)

2. The passage says, "Love your neighbor as yourself" in verse 9. What

are some things that you can do to love yourself better so that you can

love others? 

3. In our time, what are works of darkness, and what does the armor of

light look like in practice? (Rom 13:12)

4. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

Pray:
Dear God, help us to love others and ourselves even when it is difficult.  And
Jesus, maybe if you could come back and fix the world, sooner rather than

later, that would be good, too.  Amen.



 

Throughout American history, our people have lived through extended times

of want. The last century has brought us WWI, The Great Depression, WWII,

and some might argue that Prohibition could make the list. Now we are living

through the global coronavirus pandemic and there is no end in sight.

I am ready for this to be over and I know most of you are too. I grieve that

things aren’t getting back to normal. I have experienced denial, anger,

bargaining, depression and fleetingly, and acceptance. But the acceptance

doesn’t stay put and I cycle through the process again.

I do not like wearing a mask. I love hugs. I miss worship and singing with

gusto. I might even go so far as to admit resentment that I left one ministry

with not one in-person good-bye and started a new ministry with limited

opportunity for face-to-face relationship building. ZOOM just isn’t the same.

Yet, as a Christian, I am committed to Jesus’ teaching in Mark 12:30-31:

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with

all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your

neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”

Friends, we are all tired of the pandemic. Yet, we are called as Christians to

love one another. We know that a commitment to discipleship is not easy.

Today I send you each a hug, a handshake, a prayer. May we each find it

within ourselves to love a little more, gift a bit extra grace, act out of

compassion, and pray without ceasing. Make a few extra phone calls; send a

few handwritten notes; order someone a surprise Postmates delivery; show

your pastor some love; sacrifice some personal comfort (wear a mask and

stay at home); love your neighbor as yourself.

To read the entire message go to: https://tinyurl.com/ILconferenceminister

What Pastor Jill is
reading:
The Corner Bookstore by
Jenny Colgan

What Pastor Jill is
watching: 
Madame Secretary on
Netflix 

What Pastor Jill is
listening to:
The Confessional Podcast

Please reach out to

a staff member if

you need financial,

emotional or

spiritual assistance.

As always, we are

here to help! 
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Fifty people (including staff & volunteers) may gather in the sanctuary, another 50 people may watch the service live-

streamed in Hatfield Hall. Families are encouraged to worship in Hatfield Hall where there are worship activity bags and

plenty of room to spread out.  Worship will continue to be available online to watch from home. 

Before Coming to In-person Worship:

1. If you have any symptoms or have been in close contact with someone with Covid within the last 14 days, we ask that

you watch worship from home.

2. Sign up ahead of time on the online pew pad  to assist with contact tracing. Everyone (including staff and volunteers)

needs to register online (link emailed on Fridays), by phone (630-620-2630 x210), or in person on Sundays.

3. You may access the bulletin on your device ahead of time or print it out at home and bring it with you. The bulletin will

also be on the screen. 

Arriving at Worship:

1. Doors will open at 9:45. Plan to arrive by 10:10 so everyone may be seated.

2. You must wear a mask covering your mouth and nose.

3. You must sanitize your hands and have a temperature check before entering the building.

4. To maintain social distance, you will be directed when to enter the sanctuary or Hatfield Hall and will go directly to

your seat and be seated.

5. Seating in the sanctuary and Hatfield Hall will be socially distanced and will be filled from the front to the back.

6. Members of the same household will be seated together.  

During Worship:

1. Worship will be 30-40 minutes long.

2. Music will be instrumental and there will be no congregational singing.

4. Children will remain with their families and have activity bags to take home.

5.  Offering will be collected by the doors.

6.  Worship responses will be call and response or viewable on the screen.

7.  Dismissal at the end of the worship will be by household.

8.  Restrooms will be available, but to maintain social distancing only one person may occupy the restroom at a time.  

After worship:

1. Congregating in the building will not be permitted.

2. Weather permitting, outdoor coffee hour may be held.

 We will continue to reassess and make adjustments as we determine how best to move forward. While worship will look

different, we know that the Spirit of God will be present as we gather together in this new way and as many continue to

join us virtually, too.
First Church of Lombard

220 S. Main Street

Lombard, IL  60148

630-629-2630

info@firstchurchoflombard.org

IN-PERSON WORSHIP
REMINDERS


