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As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill

The scripture for this week is Mark 1:1-8.  It tells of the beginning of the
ministry of Jesus' cousin, John the Baptist.  John usually makes an
appearance during Advent as we anticipate the birth of Jesus.  John
helped prepare the way for Jesus' ministry in much the same way Advent
prepares us for Christmas.  What preparations are you making for
Christmas and the arrival of the Prince of Peace? 

Reflect more on this passage on the following pages.
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Read the passage:

Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.As it is

written in the prophet Isaiah,‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,   

who will prepare your way;the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  

 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight”’, John the baptizer

appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the

forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all

the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in

the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s

hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.

He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I

am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have

baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’

 



Reflect:

1.  Who are the voices crying out in the wilderness in this passage? 

 Who are the voices crying out in  the wilderness in today's society? 

2.  Why is Advent called the season of peace? 

3. What areas of your life, need more peace? 

4. What, if anything, do you do to prepare spiritually for Christmas?  

5. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

Pray:
God, this year especially, we don't feel very excited about celebrating your

birth.  May our preparations for Christmas and our living all year round,
reflect your desire for peace and lead us toward joy.  Amen.



In this time when we are not able to sing our favorite Christmas

carols together, let us spend Advent looking at the history behind

some of our favorite songs:

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

“It came upon a midnight clear, That glorious song of old,

From angels bending near the earth, To touch their harps of gold:

‘Peace on the earth, good will to all, From heaven’s all-gracious King.’

The world in solemn stillness lay, To hear the angels sing.”

This carol was written by Massachusetts native and Unitarian minister

Edmund Hamilton Sears in 1849.   The hymnal editor Carlton Young puts it

so well, saying the “hymn’s central theme contrasts the scourge of war with

the song of the angels’ ‘peace to God’s people on earth.’” He observes that

this is one of the earliest social gospel hymns written in the U.S.

Sears’ context for writing the hymn, was the social strife that plagued the

country as the Civil War approached. The original stanza three, sheds light on

the poet’s concerns about the social situation in the U.S. in the mid-19th

century:

“But with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long;

Beneath the angel-strain have rolled two thousand years of wrong;

And man, at war with man, hears not the love-song, which they bring:

O hush the noise, ye men of strife, And hear the angels sing!”

It is right that we should joyfully sing “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” and

“Joy to the world” each Christmas season. But always there are moments

when we realize the message of peace has not yet been fully realized on earth.

Then we sing “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear,” and the power of the

incarnation and the message of the gospel touch us even more deeply.
 

Excerpts from: https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-it-came-upon-a-

midnight-clear

What Pastor Jill is
reading: 
The Best Christmas
Pageant Ever by Barbara
Robinson

What Pastor Jill is
watching:
Sugar Rush Christmas

What Pastor Jill is
listening to:
The Christmas Album by
Leslie Odom, Jr.

Please reach out to

a staff member if

you need financial,

emotional or

spiritual assistance.

As always, we are

here to help! 
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