
AGAPE FROM
AFAR

Adjust ing to  l i fe  admist  Coronavirus

J U N E  2 4 ,  2 0 2 0

As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill

The scripture for this week is Isaiah 61:1-4.   In this passage, the prophet Isaiah describes the
role of a leader as a servant.  With this Sunday being Confirmation Sunday, we are thinking
about what it means to become a member of the church and a committed follower of Christ. 
 Following Jesus can take on many forms, but the primary job description is that of a servant.
 
 
 

Take some time to reflect on Isaiah 61:1-4 on the following pages.
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Read the passage:

 

Isaiah 61:1-4

        

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,

because the Lord has anointed me;

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,

to bind up the broken-hearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and release to the prisoners;

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,

and the day of vengeance of our God;

to comfort all who mourn;

to provide for those who mourn in Zion—

to give them a garland instead of ashes,

the oil of gladness instead of mourning,

the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.

They will be called oaks of righteousness,

the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.

They shall build up the ancient ruins,

they shall raise up the former devastations;

they shall repair the ruined cities,

the devastations of many generations



 

Reflect:

 

1. In verse 1, the prophet Isaiah feels called by God to bring good news to

the oppressed.  What good news do oppressed people in our community

need to hear?

 

2. These words are the same words Jesus read when he stood up and read

in the synagogue in Luke 4:17-19. Why do you think Jesus chose to begin

his adult ministry with this passage?  

 

3. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

 

 

 

 

Pray:
Holy God, we thank you that you call us all to care for others. Open our eyes

and our hearts to see how we can use our unique gifts to bring the Good
News to your people.  Amen.



Protect the safety of our staff, visitors and congregation members

Meet the needs of the congregation with as minimal disruption as

possible 

Allow for as many people as safely possible to participate in our

programing without having to turn anyone away

Making decisions constantly aware of their impact on the most

vulnerable 

Respecting different attitudes and decisions made by each

person/household

Living out Agape Love in all things   

Illinois appears to be on track to move to Phase 4 for reopening the state

on June 26.  In Phase 4, groups of 50 or less may meet with masks and

following social distancing guidelines.

During the Congregational Meeting, the following core principles were

presented as we consider reopening the church during Phase 4:

In order to safely reopen the church, we need time to prepare under the

updated guidelines. We will prepare the sanctuary for distanced seating,

review cleaning procedures, mark entrances and exits, recruit and train

volunteers, block off unnesseary areas of the building, consult with the

UCC and other churches, keep track of the rise/decline of cases in Illinois,

and other preparations.  

For now we will continue:

-To offer worship services online

-Keep the congreation informed of plans

-Monitor the ever-changing situation

Stay tuned for more information about possible in-person worship dates!

 
 
What I am still reading:
The Book of Longings by
Sue Monk Kidd
 
What I have been
watching:
Poldark on Amazon Prime
 
What I have been
listening to:
CICADAS!!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please reach out to

a staff member if

you need financial,

emotional or

spiritual assistance.

As always, we are

here to help! 

First Church of

Lombard

220 S. Main Street

Lombard, IL  60148

630-629-2630

 

info@firstchurchoflombard.org


