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As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill

The scripture for this week is from I Samuel 3:1-20.  This passage tells
the story of God calling the young Samuel in the middle of the night.  It
takes God calling out to Samuel four times before at the advice of Eli
Samuel realizes God is talking to him.  This story always makes me
wonder, "How many times has God called out to me and I didn't notice?" 

Reflect more on this passage on the following pages.
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Read the passage:

I Samuel 3:1-20
      

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was

rare in those days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had

begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of

God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord,

where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said,

“Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I

did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. The Lord called again,

“Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.”

But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the

Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called

Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for

you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli

said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for

your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now the Lord

came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak,

for your servant is listening.”

Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will

make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all

that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him

that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his

sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore I swear to the

house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or

offering forever.” Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the

house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel

and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he told

you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide

anything from me of all that he told you.” So Samuel told him everything and hid

nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.”

As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the

ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy

prophet of the Lord.



Reflect:

1. Samuel fails to recognize God's voice.  What unexpected ways do you

think God tries to talk to us? 

 

2. What would it take for you to say to God like Samuel, "speak for your

servant is listening"? 

 

3. God asks Samuel to call out injustice.  When have you heard a call to

act against injustice? How did you respond?

 

4. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

 

Pray:
God, open our ears and our hearts to hear your voice and respond. 

 Surround us with people like Eli, who can help us to hear you better. 
 Amen.



With Martin Luther King, Jr. Day on Monday, I thought it would be good

to reflect on some of Dr. King's writings.  Below are some of Dr. King's

thoughts on a concept that is important to First Church-Agape. 

These words are taken from the The Radical King, which is the book that

will be discussed at the Beyond Words Book Discussion on Wednesday,

Jan. 20. 

Agape is not a weak, passive love.  It is love in action.  Agape is love

seeking preserve and create community.  It is insistence on

community even when one seeks to break it.  Agape is willingness to

sacrifice the interest of mutuality.  Agape is a willingness to go to

any length to restore community.  It doesn’t stop at the first mile, but

it goes the second mile to restore community.  It is a willingness to

forgive, not seven times, but seventy times seven to restore

community.  The cross is the eternal expression of the length to

which God will go in order to restore broken community.  The

resurrection is a symbol of God’s triumph over all the forces that

seek to block community.  The Holy Spirit is the continuing

community creating reality that moves through history.                

 (The Radical King, p.52)

 

Love, agape, is the only cement that can hold this broken community

together.  When I am commanded to love, I am commanded to

restore community, to resist injustice, and to meet the needs of my

brothers. (The Radical King, p. 53)

 

Often we think of Dr. King as an activist, but let us also remember that

he was a Baptist minister motivated by his faith to strive to love others

with radical agape love.

What Pastor Jill is
reading: 
So you want to talk about
race by Ijeoma Oluo

What Pastor Jill is still
watching:
Season 6 of Madam
Secretary

What Pastor Jill is
listening to:
Open Your Doors by Jenny
and Tyler

Please reach out to

a staff member if

you need financial,

emotional or

spiritual assistance.

As always, we are

here to help! 
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