
First Church of Lombard 

United Church of Christ 

Virtual Worship 

 January 24, 2021 – Third Sunday after Epiphany 

PRELUDE      Kiss from a Rose   Lawrence Underwood - Oboe 

TIME OF SHARING & CONNECTING WITH THE COMMUNITY 

GATHERING FOR PRAISE AND PRAYER 

GATHERING SONG      You have come down to the Lakeshore 

You have come down to the lakeshore  

seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy, 

But only asking for me to follow. 

O Jesus, you have looked into my eyes;  

kindly smiling, you’ve called out my name. 

On the sand I have abandoned my small boat; 

now with you I will seek other seas.  



OPENING PRAYER 

We gather to respond to the call of your love, thankful that someone cared enough to share this 

good news with us. May we be compassionate enough to share this divine presence with others.  

Help us to remember: Love, when shared, is not divided but multiplied. Love, given away, is not 

diminished but expanded. May our gathering beckon and welcome those near and far to know the 

love of this divine presence. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL 

THE WORD OF GOD FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

through an anthem     Jesus, the Good Shepherd          Stephen De Caesar 
Lawrence Underwood - Oboe 

through scripture   Mark 1:14-20 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 

God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 

repent, and believe in the good news.” As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he 

saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were 

fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 

And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, 

he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending 

the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 

with the hired men, and followed him. 

through a sermon     Ah-ha!    

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

INVITATION TO SHARE OUR GIFTS  

OFFERTORY   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (Jesus, the Light of the World) 

We will follow the light, beautiful light,  

come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright, 

Shine all around us by day and by night, 

Jesus, the light of the world. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts 

as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 

Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

SENT FORTH TO PROCLAIM GOD’S GRACE 

PARTING SONG           Jesus Calls Us Over the Tumult (vs. 5) 

Jesus calls us! By your mercies, Savior, may we hear your call, 

Give our hearts to your obedience, serve and love you best of all. 

BENEDICTION      

POSTLUDE           Love Divine, All Loves Excelling     Arr. Gary Lanier   

Lawrence Underwood - Oboe 
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THANKS SO MUCH, HARRY! 

   For the past twenty years, Harry Hoffman has been quietly and most efficiently serving as Assistant Treasurer 
for First Church.  That’s thousands of hours of making sure that our bills were paid on time, staff checks issued, 
and just about anything to do with finances.  There aren’t enough words to express what he has done for all of 
us, and we want him to know how grateful we are that he was willing to spend all that time to make our 
finances continue smoothly.  Even when he was out of town, nothing that was financial was left undone. 
   Under Harry’s tutelage, Mary Cation will assume this monumental task and work closely with the Church 
Council. 
 

DISCUSSIONS ON RACISM 
   Starting THIS Wednesday, January 27th, at 7 PM.!  All are welcome to learn more about the history of racism 
in the church and in our country, see new perspectives on what it means to be actively anti-racist, and ponder 
how we can move forward together in efforts to “Be the Church” by rejecting racism. This week we will come 
to find out our history that is still in the making.... there are some myths to debunk and some realities to face! 
Contact vsutton@FirstChurchofLombard.org to be added to the list to receive Zoom links. 

 
AN INVITATION TO OUR TECH TEAM 
   We are so lucky to have the ability to live stream our worship services, and we can thank our Tech Team for 
their expertise in providing that.  While they have willingly spent many hours working on our behalf, they could 
use some more members so that the same people aren’t working ALL of the time.  Come at 7 PM on Thursdays 
(masked, of course) and see what all is involved and know that there is a job for everyone, and it’s easy to do.  
Managing sound and cameras is easily learned, and it’s a rewarding feeling to know that a little bit of time spent 
produces a lot of pleasure for First Church Family. 
 

FIRST CHURCH MEMBERS, SAVE THE DATE 

   Everyone is invited to come together on February 23rd at 7 PM for a workshop focusing on an exploration of 
Caring for Others, sponsored by our Called to Care Team.  Guest Speakers Maryann Kyle and Henrieta Ribeiro 
of IE3 ie3.life will share resources, experiences, and tips around different ways to care for friends, family, those 
in and around our faith community.  There will be special focus on how to do caring during the Covid 
experience.  This is a valuable time to get pointers that will serve everyone for time to come and is not limited 
to the Called to Care Team. 
 

COVID INFORMATION FOR DUPAGE COUNTY 
   The DuPage County Health Department will use https://www.dupagehealth.org/667/COVID-19-Vaccine. to 
send information about vaccinations becoming available soon. 
 

SURVIVAL GIFT BAGS 
   The Parish Life Team will be distributing gift bags on Friday, January 29th, from 3-4 PM, Saturday, January 
30th, from 11 AM-12:30 PM, and Sunday, January 31st, from 2-3 PM at the church for those who can find time 
to come and pick up a bag that will hold some interesting and mind-stimulating contents.  For anyone who isn’t 
able to make it to the church, please call Bea Castillo by January 27th, and arrangements will be made for 
delivery.  The team asks only that each family asks for one bag..  This is just a small way of showing love for 
each other during these trying times. 
 

ADULT SUNDAY DISCUSSIONS 

https://www.dupagehealth.org/667/COVID-19-Vaccine


   A dedicated and interested group of our church family gather at 9 AM on Sundays to share thoughts on a wide 
variety subjects that come from various mediums chosen by participants in the group.  The theme is “Looking 
Up, Looking Forward” and can encompass many subjects.  Come as often as the family calendar allows, for 
each meeting stands on its own.  Please contact Val Sutton at vsutton@firstchurchoflombard.org for the Zoom 
connection for the gathering. 
 

SENIORS INVITED TO DEFER PROPERTY TAXES 

   Between now and March 1st, qualified senior citizens aged 65 or older are encouraged to apply for the Senior 
Citizen Real Estate Tax Deferral Program which defers property tax payment until the property is sold.  This is 
treated as a loan and accrues 6 percent simple interest until paid.  Qualifications include the applicant’s 
household income not exceeding $55,000 and the property being used exclusively for residential purposes.  
   For more information, contact the DuPage County Treasurer’s Office at 630-407-5900 or 
www.dupageco.org/treasurer, Gwen Henry, Treasurer. 

 
GLENBARD PARENT PRESENTATIONS 

   Wednesday, January 27th, will offer two choices to hear 
Dr. John Duffy, clinical psychologist, as he speaks from 
noon to 1 PM at a workshop for professionals, 
“Understanding Our Student’s Stressed, Depressed, and 
Amazing Adolescence in the Age of Anxiety”. 
   Dr. Duffy returns that day from 7-8 PM on Parenting in 
the New Age of Anxiety, again with the topic of: 
“Understanding Your Child’s Stressed, Depressed and 
Amazing Adolescence.” 
   Information on additional gatherings may be found at 
glenbardgps.org. 
 

LIVE STREAMED WORSHIP 
   Pastor Jill will be in the pulpit and Janette Rodriguez and 
other musicians will be sharing their talents to make a full 
worship experience, viewable at 10:15 AM on Sunday or 
any time after that during the week.  Just connect to 
www.FCOL.org to be “at church” and enjoy a time of 
worship, thanks to the expertise of our Tech Team and their 
creative ways of bringing worship to life. 
 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR  
   Seeing familiar faces at Coffee Hour is still a possibility every Sunday at 11:15 AM when Zoom brings 
participants together to share conversation and maybe even some coffee.  Faces from all over the country (thank 
you, Zoom) are gathering at that time to touch base and share news, partly as a portion of a group of 20-25 
people and partly as a part of a smaller group that makes conversation easier.  It’s so good to be able to see 
familiar faces and hear voices we’ve been missing in person.  Watch for the Friday Zoom link in email. 
 

 

COUNCIL CORNER 
   There will be a Congregational Meeting 

on February 21st 2021, after worship, on 

Zoom.  

   We ended 2020 with an almost $21,000 

surplus, THANK YOU!  

   Council will be working on updating the 

Constitution and By-Laws.  

   Mary Cation is taking over the Assistant 

Treasurer position from Harold Hoffman 

who helped us for over 20 years, THANK 

YOU both!  

   The Ash Wednesday service will be a 
Drive-In service on February 17th at 7 PM 
similar to the Christmas Eve Drive-In 
service. 
                            Denise Dabisch, Clerk 
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