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As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill

The scripture for this week is from John 12:20-36.  In this passage Jesus
is predicting his death.  The crowd has a difficult time accepting that the
Messiah must die.  Jesus reminds the crowd that in order for new life to
spring forth, death must occur first.  Since we know about Jesus'
resurrection these words make sense to us.  However, it must have been
very troubling for Jesus' followers to hear that he was going to die
because they did not know that he would come back to life.

Reflect more on this passage on the following pages.

A WORD
FROM
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JILL



Read the passage:

John 20:12-36

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.
They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir,
we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip
went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of
Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will
keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am,
there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your
name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it
again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others
said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for
your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this
world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. The
crowd answered him, “We have heard from the law that the Messiah remains
forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this
Son of Man?” Jesus said to them, “The light is with you for a little longer. Walk
while you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk
in the darkness, you do not know where you are going. While you have the light,
believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.” After Jesus had
said this, he departed and hid from them.



Reflect:
1. What can we learn about living our life from the courage Jesus had
when facing his death?
 
2. Jesus told the crowd that his death had to happen in order for new life
to occur.  Are there times in your life where you had to let go of
something in order from something new to come about?
 
3. What do you think Jesus meant when he said, "Those who love their
life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for
eternal life" (vs. 25)?
 
4. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

 

Pray:
Loving God, give us the courage to let go of the things that hold us back and

reach toward your love.  Amen.  



On this St. Patrick's Day may you be inspired by a
prayer attributed to St. Patrick

 
Christ with me, 

Christ before me,
Christ behind me,

Christ in me, 
Christ beneath me,
Christ above me,

Christ on my right, 
Christ on my left,

Christ when I lie down, 
Christ when I sit,

Christ when I stand,
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me,

Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.

Amen.

What Pastor Jill is  still
reading: 
Resurrecting Church by
John Cleghorn

What Pastor Jill is
listening to:
How Can I Keep from
Singing by the University
of Utah Singers

Please reach out to
a staff member if

you need financial,
emotional or

spiritual assistance.
As always, we are

here to help! 
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