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As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill

The scripture for this week is from Mark 1:9-15.  We begin the season of
Lent with Jesus being tempted in the wilderness for 40 days. The 40 days
in the wilderness reminds us of the 40 years that the Israelites spent
wandering in the Sinai desert. In Mark's brief description of Jesus' time in
the wilderness, Jesus is assisted by angels. Jesus' temptation by Satan
prepares him for the difficulties of ministry that begin as soon as he
emerges from the wilderness.  

Reflect more on this passage on the following pages.

A  WORD

FROM

PASTOR

JILL



Read the passage:

Mark 1:9-15

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in

the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens

torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from

heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” And the

Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness

forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels

waited on him.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news

of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come

near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

 



Reflect:

1. Just before Jesus went into the wilderness a voice from heaven said,

"You are my son, the beloved; and with you I am well pleased." What

helps you remember God calls you beloved when you face challenges? 

 

2.When have you experienced a wilderness time in your life or in your

relationship with God?

 

3. Angels waited on Jesus in the wilderness.  Have you ever had an

experience where "angels" helped you during a challenging time?

 

4. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

 

Pray:
Holy God, when we face challenging wilderness times in our lives, remind us

that you call us beloved.  Give us the strength to endure and surround us
with angels to sustain us.  Amen.



 

 

Blessing the Dust 

For Ash Wednesday

-Jan Richardson

 

All those days

you felt like dust,

like dirt,

as if all you had to do

was turn your face

toward the wind

and be scattered

to the four corners

 

or swept away

by the smallest breath

as insubstantial—

 

did you not know

what the Holy One

can do with dust?

 

This is the day

we freely say

we are scorched.

 

This is the hour

we are marked

by what has made it

through the burning.

 

 

 
 

 

 

What Pastor Jill is
reading: 
The Dragons, the Giant,
the Women by Wayétu
Moore

What Pastor Jill is
listening to:
Best Laid Plans by Sandra
McCracken

What Pastor Jill is
watching:
The Black Church on PBS

Please reach out to

a staff member if

you need financial,

emotional or

spiritual assistance.

As always, we are

here to help! 

First Church of

Lombard

220 S. Main Street

Lombard, IL  60148

630-629-2630

 

info@firstchurchoflombard.org

 

 

This is the moment

we ask for the blessing

that lives within

the ancient ashes,

that makes its home

inside the soil of

this sacred earth.

 

So let us be marked

not for sorrow.

And let us be marked

not for shame.

Let us be marked

not for false humility

or for thinking

we are less

than we are

 

but for claiming

what God can do

within the dust,

within the dirt,

within the stuff

of which the world

is made

and the stars that blaze

in our bones

and the galaxies that spiral

inside the smudge

we bear.

 

 

 

While there will be no ashes at the service this year,
we still begin Lent by thinking about how we are dust.


