
As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill
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The passage for this Sunday is from Matthew 25:31-46.  This is the
parable of the sheep and the goats. In this parable the king invites into
his kingdom those who had compassion on him by providing food, water,
clothing and taking care of him when he was sick and in prison. But
those who did these acts of compassion ask, "When was it when we did
these things for you?"  The king responds, "Truly I tell you, just as you
did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did
it to me."

Reflect more on this passage on the following pages.
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Read the passage: 

Matthew 25:31-46

31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him,
then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at
his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at
his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave
me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you
visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something
to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed
you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you
sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them,
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at
his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me
no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick
and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer,
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least
of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”



Reflect:
1. Which acts of compassion listed in the passage are easiest and hardest
for you?
 
2. Who are the least of these that you are being called to help now?
 
3. One of the basic beliefs of Protestant Christianity is that our good
deeds don't get us into heaven.  How do you reconcile that belief with
this passage?
 
4. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

 

Pray:
God of all people, open my eyes so that they may see the deepest needs of

people. Move my hands that they may feed the hungry.
Touch my heart that it may have compassion on strangers.  Remind me that

you are always in our midst. Amen.


