
As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill
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The passage for this Sunday is from Mark 10:17-27.  This is the story of a rich
man asking Jesus how to inherit eternal life.  Jesus responds by telling the man
to sell everything he owns and follow him.  The man walks away saddened. 
 Jesus then says, "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God."  Several times in the
gospels Jesus condemns the rich.  Do you think he does this because they have
too much money or because they are too attached to their wealth and status?

Reflect more on this passage on the following pages.
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Read the passage:

Mark 10:17-27

As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him,
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you call
me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not
murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false
witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” He said to him, “Teacher, I
have kept all these since my youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack
one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and went
away grieving, for he had many possessions.
Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But
Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the
kingdom of God.” They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be
saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for
God all things are possible.”



Reflect:
1. In verse 21 it says, "Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, 'You
lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.'” How do
Jesus' words demonstrate love toward the man?
 
2. Do you think Jesus words to the rich man mean that all wealth is bad?
Why or why not? 
 
3. What are the things in your life that you put before God?

4. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

 

Pray:
Holy God, show us how all we have is a gift from you.  Remind us not to hold
onto our possessions too tightly.  Give us the strength to offer compassion

through generous giving.  Amen.


