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As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill

The scripture for this week is from Numbers 21:4-9.  This is a wilderness
story from the Hebrew Bible.  The Israelites are grumbling because life in
the wilderness is hard.  Then life gets even more difficult when poisonous
snakes show up and start biting people.  After the people repent for their
complaining, God tells Moses to put a bronze serpent on a pole and
anyone who has been bit by a snake looks at it and lives.   

Reflect more on this passage on the following pages.
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Read the passage:

Numbers 21:4-9

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land
of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against
God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable
food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the
people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We
have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to
take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord
said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone
who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and
put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look
at the serpent of bronze and live.



Reflect:
1. Many times throughout their journey in the wilderness, the Israelites
doubted God's presence.  When have you questioned God's presence
when facing hardship?
 
2. Why do you think God told Moses to make a bronze serpent to heal
the people?
 
3. The writer of the Gospel of John connects the bronze serpent to the
cross, saying in John 3:14, "Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the
wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who
believes may have eternal life in him."  What kind of connection can be
made between these two stories? 
 
4. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

 

Pray:
Loving God, when we are at our wit's end, give us a clear reminder of your
presence with us.  May our living be a visible reminder of You for others.

Amen.

Brazen Serpent Sculpture 
by Giovanni Fantoni on Mount Nebo



Prayers for Marking a Year of
COVID-19

 
Wonder Worker, in this year when everything changed,
when we felt worried and weary, when we wailed and we
wondered, you gave us a promise... Nothing can separate
us from your love. And nothing will be wasted. With you
at work, light, life, love, and liberation always win. Amen. 
 
God, our merciful maker, you love the world you made,
and you want us to be whole and healthy. Yet the world
you made is suffering. The world you made is struggling.
People have died, and people are sick. Visit us with your
mercy and make us whole. Amen. 
 
God, our loving friend, the seasons keep changing but we
remain separated from friends and neighbors. It has been a
long year. We miss the comfort of warm hugs, shared
meals, and friendly visits. But you sent us a comforter, the
Holy Spirit. Wrap us in this cozy comforter today. Amen.
 
 
If you would like the coloring pages that accompany these prayers

go to: www.illustratedministry.com and click the banner on the top. 
 
 

Please reach out to
a staff member if

you need financial,
emotional or

spiritual assistance.
As always, we are

here to help! 
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