First Church of Lombard
United Church of Christ

In-person and Virtual Worship
June 20, 2021 - Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
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At our indoor worship services this summer, all God's children are invited to take part in worship through our
Coloring Project, engaging with the words and images of our lessons in a creative way. Crayons and colored
pencils will be available at tables near the back of the worship space. Families with young children are invited
to take advantage of the rocking chairs provided in Hatfield Hall.

PRELUDE Lawrence Underwood

TIME OF SHARING & CONNECTING WITH THE COMMUNITY

GATHERING FOR PRAISE AND PRAYER

GATHERING SONG Be now My Vision
Be now my vision, O God of my heart;

You my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, your presence my light.

OPENING PRAYER

One: Beckoning God, as you moved in the lives of the prophets, move in our lives, inviting us to
journey to unknown territory, to listen for your voice, and to speak your prophetic word in a world
that does not want to hear. Empowered by your Spirit, grant us the courage we need to journey,
trust, listen, speak, and accept your call to be faithful compassionate people. Amen.



THE WORD OF GOD FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD

through Staying Connected at First Church

Strengthen the Church & Wider Church — Dan Jares

through scripture 2 Kings 6:8-23

Once when the king of Aram was at war with Israel, he took counsel with his
officers. He said, “At such and such a place shall be my camp.” But the man of
God sent word to the king of Israel, “Take care not to pass this place, because
the Arameans are going down there.” The king of Israel sent word to the place
of which the man of God spoke. More than once or twice he warned such a
place so that it was on the alert. The mind of the king of Aram was greatly
perturbed because of this; he called his officers and said to them, “Now tell me
who among us sides with the king of Israel?”” Then one of his officers said, “No
one, my lord king. It is Elisha, the prophet in Israel, who tells the king of Israel
the words that you speak in your bedchamber.”

He said, “Go and find where he is; I will send and seize him.” He was told, “He
is in Dothan.” So he sent horses and chariots there and a great army; they came
by night, and surrounded the city. When an attendant of the man of God rose
early in the morning and went out, an army with horses and chariots was all
around the city. His servant said, “Alas, master! What shall we do?”” He replied,
“Do not be afraid, for there are more with us than there are with them.” Then
Elisha prayed: “O Lord, please open his eyes that he may see.” So
the Lord opened the eyes of the servant, and he saw; the mountain was full of
horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. When the Arameans came down
against him, Elisha prayed to the Lord, and said, “Strike this people, please,
with blindness.” So he struck them with blindness as Elisha had asked. Elisha
said to them, “This is not the way, and this is not the city; follow me, and I will
bring you to the man whom you seek.” And he led them to Samaria. As soon
as they entered Samaria, Elisha said, “O Lord, open the eyes of these men so
that they may see.” The Lord opened their eyes, and they saw that they were
inside Samaria. When the king of Israel saw them he said to Elisha, “Father,
shall I kill them? Shall I kill them?”” He answered, “No! Did you capture with
your sword and your bow those whom you want to kill? Set food and water
before them so that they may eat and drink; and let them go to their master.” So
he prepared for them a great feast; after they ate and drank, he sent them on
their way, and they went to their master. And the Arameans no longer came
raiding into the land of Israel.

through a sermon Compassion for our Enemies

through an anthem Lawrence Underwood



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

INVITATION TO SHARE OUR GIFTS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENT FORTH TO PROCLAIM GOD’S GRACE

PARTING SONG Won't You Let Me Be Your Servant
Won't you let me be your servant,

let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that I may have the grace to

let you be my servant, too.

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Lawrence Underwood

REMINDER

There 1s a Church Council meeting tomorrow,
Monday, June 21" at 7:00 PM via Zoom.

Contact the office at info@firstchurchoflombard.org if you would like the
link for the meeting.
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