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As a way to remain connected during this time apart, I

will be putting together a weekly newsletter with a

reflection based on the upcoming Sunday scripture

passage.  I hope that by taking a few moments to

reflect on the Word of God and pray, we can feel

grounded and connected to God and to one another

during this uncertain time.  -Pastor Jill

The scripture for this week is from Mark 8:31-38.  In this passage, Jesus
explains to the disciples that he must undergo suffering and be killed.
Peter cannot accept this information and argues with Jesus.  Jesus
responds harshly to Peter with the words, "Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things".  A
passage with tough words from Jesus might incline us to skip past it. 
 What can we learn from Jesus and Peter's interaction that applies to our
lives today?      
Reflect more on this passage on the following pages.
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Read the passage:

Mark 8:31-38

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering,

and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and

after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him

aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he

rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind

not on divine things but on human things.”

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become

my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.

For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for

my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them

to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in

return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this

adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed

when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”



Reflect:

1. In this passage, Peter argues with Jesus.  What teachings of Jesus are

difficult for you to hear?

 

2. Jesus tells Peter that he is setting his mind on human things instead of

divine things.  What is the distinction between human things and divine

things for you? 

 

3.What does "take up your cross and follow me" mean in your life right

now? 

 

4. What is this passage calling you to do today?  This week?

 

Pray:
Loving God, when we are challenged by difficult news, may we react with
grace and courage.  Open our ears to listen and our hearts to respond. 

 Amen.



What Pastor Jill is still
reading: 
The Dragons, the Giant,
the Women by Wayétu
Moore

What Pastor Jill is
listening to:
Hope and Decay by Shelly
Moore Band

What Pastor Jill is
watching:
Crazy Delicious on Netflix

Please reach out to

a staff member if

you need financial,

emotional or

spiritual assistance.

As always, we are

here to help! 

First Church of

Lombard

220 S. Main Street

Lombard, IL  60148

630-629-2630

 

info@firstchurchoflombard.org

While there will be no ashes at the service this year,
we still begin Lent by thinking about how we are dust.

At the Congregational Meeting on February 21, the following plans

for re-opening for in-person worship this Spring were discussed:
 

Guided by the Worship Team, First Church will move to

reopening with restrictions when:

- IL allows groups of 50 or less to gather (allowed as of 2/3)

- We have had sufficient time to prepare

- We have the volunteers necessary to safely worship

- Weather conditions allow 
 

Target date: 

- An Outdoor Worship Service planned for Easter, 4/4

- In-person Worship with restrictions to tentatively begin 4/11 
 

In-Person worship will look similar to the Fall:

-Worship will continue to be streamed online

-Worship will be live in the sanctuary and streamed in Hatfield Hall

-Worshippers will be required to wear facemasks

-Temperature checks will be taken at the door

-Seating will be spread out with 6 feet of space between households

-Online pew pad registration will allow for contact tracing

-Windows will be open to increase air flow

-Unnecessary areas of the building will be locked and inaccessible
 

The following in-person practices will be on hold:

-Congregational singing                 -Nursery 

-Communion (allowed outdoors)    -Indoor Coffee Hour

-Printed Bulletins                            -Passing of the Peace

 
 

If you have any questions or concerns about resuming in-person

worship please contact Pastor Jill.

 

 


